
FUNDING PRIORITIES

All  applications must fall within at least one of the 9 following categories: (1) Detection and
tracking of right whales; (2) Behavior of right whales in relation to ships; (3) Relationships
between vessel speed, size or design with whale collisions; (4) Modeling of ship traffic along the
Atlantic coast; (5) Population monitoring and assessment studies; (6) Reproduction, health and
genetic studies; (7) Development of a Geographic Information System database or other system
designed to investigate predictive modeling of right whale distribution in relation to
environmental variables; (8) Habitat quality studies including food quality and pollutant levels;
and (9) Any other work relevant to the recovery of North Atlantic right whales. 

Applicants must select the one category that best fits their application.  Because NOAA
recognizes that some projects could be designed to meet more than one category, applicants
should determine which category best fits the goals of their proposed project.

The priorities are not listed in any particular order and each is of equal importance.  Note that the
purpose of the priority list is to guide applicants in application development by identifying those
applications that will best compete during this grant cycle for these limited funds, and to provide
technical reviewers with guidance for their evaluations.   Applications will not be pooled or
categorized by NMFS region, although regional funding priorities within NMFS may be a factor
in the final ranking of  applications.  Details of the 9 categories are as follows:

1. Detection and Tracking of Right Whales:  Studies, including those involving passive or active
acoustic tracking, as well as tagging or other telemetry, which improve knowledge of the
distribution and movements of right whales in order to (among other things) better assess risks
from ship-strike and fishing gear entanglements.

2. Behavior of Right Whales in Relation to Ships:  Investigations of behavior or other biological
factors which govern the response of right whales to ships and thus may affect the likelihood that
right whales will collide with, or successfully avoid, oncoming vessels.  This component may
also include experiments to assess the response of right whales to ship-avoidance deterrence
methods (e.g. “alarm” stimuli).

3. Relationships Between Vessel Speed, Size or Design with Whale Collisions: Investigations
(using modeling or any other means) of how collision risk varies with the speed, size or design of
a ship.

4. Modeling or Other Studies of Ship Traffic Along the Atlantic Coast :  Investigations which
provide novel information on patterns of ship traffic along the Atlantic coast of North America
(U.S. and Atlantic Canada), in order to better assess, by area, the risk of collisions between ships
and right whales.

5. Population Monitoring and Assessment Studies:  Field or modeling studies which provide data
or analysis for monitoring/assessment of population size and trend, vital rates, population
structure, or distribution.



6. Reproduction, Health and Genetic Studies:   Studies of the reproductive biology of right
whales, of individual animal health (incorporating physiology, pathology or other methods), or of
genetics (including but not limited to genetic diversity, population structure, effective population
size, and paternity).

7.  Development of a Geographic Information System Database or Other System Designed to
Investigate Predictive Modeling of Right Whale Distribution in Relation to Environmental
Variables:   Studies seeking to correlate right whale distribution and environmental variables in
order to reliably predict future aggregations of right whales from remotely sensed (or other)
environmental data.

8.  Habitat Quality Studies Including Food Quality and Pollutant Levels:  Investigations of
habitat quality, including abundance and quality of available prey resources, pollutant levels, and
interactions of environmental variables with prey resources.

9.  Any Other Work Relevant to the Recovery of North Atlantic Right Whales:  Studies or other
projects on topics not specifically covered in Categories 1-8 above, but which have the potential
to contribute important information about North Atlantic right whales or to enhance their
recovery.
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